We could not agree more strongly with Jan Fulton's suggestion that the clinical nurse specialist (CNS) as ''attending nurse'' is an idea whose time has come. In our agreement, we do not imply a need for change of title or regulation but rather a recognition of stature earned. The need in hospitals and health facilities for patient care quality and safety and the development of both expertise and collaborative teamwork of nurses and other healthcare providers are clear and recognized. The CNS is well prepared as an attending nurse. However, we would not have gone to the physician literature to find the kernel of the idea. Diane Cooper, attributing the idea to her colleague Mildred Czar, wrote in 1983 that the CNS with more than 5 years of experience ''should be the essence of the refined expert,'' or the attending nurse. 1(p2) According to Cooper, CNSs should achieve the refinement, excellence, stature, and desire for learning exemplified by top attending physicians.
